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About A2D Project

A2D Project—Research Group for Alternatives to Development, Inc. is a 
non-government, non-profit research group that is committed to finding 
innovative alternatives to address poverty, exclusion and inequality 
in the Philippines, especially in the Visayas and Mindanao regions.

We are an independent research collective dedicated to advancing 
evidence-based policies, projects and programs through research 
and analysis which are credible, relevant, and holistic.

Beyond development research, we are committed to combine our 
research agenda with action in support of civic-driven initiatives and 
local government programs.

A2D Project is a member of Partnership of Philippine Support Service 
Agencies Inc. (PHILSSA), a non-stock service network of social 
development non-government organizations.

Why Project?

Development is a complex and multi-faceted task that requires an integrated, multi-disciplinary 
and participatory approach. The search for alternatives to current ways of thinking and 
development practice remains to be an enormous challenge involving a concerted effort 
among all stakeholders. Seeking alternatives to development is thus a collective enterprise—a 
project—that must continuously be undertaken with a goal of not just producing knowledge, 
but of translating such knowledge into development praxis as well.
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Dear friends of A2D Project,

It is with pride that I present A2D Project’s Annual Report for 2012.  Nothing demonstrates the 
achievements and impact of A2D Project better than the results of our hard work for the past year.

In just three years, we have grown from a small group of researchers who wanted to make 
an impact on development practice in the Southern Philippines to an established organization 
recognized for its contributions in cultivating a culture of evidence-based policy-making and 
program planning not just in Cebu City, but also with an increasing presence in the Visayas 
and Mindanao regions. As a result of our efforts to advance development research, we have 
effectively positioned ourselves as a competent, credible, and independent research institution 
with knowledge products that are accessible, relevant, and actionable.  Today, local governments, 
non-government organizations, and even those in the private sector tap our expertise in various 
fields to improve program implementation, generate data insights, or to help design intervention 
strategies. 

We take the fulfillment of our goals one step at a time: in working with local budget officers to 
make plans and budgets more gender responsive; in providing cutting-edge analysis to public utility 
companies to improve services; in gathering baseline data for non-profits to inform interventions for 
the prevention of child abuse; in documenting good practices towards informing the development 
of community-based solid waste management; and so on. Looking ahead, I am confident that 
we will continue to expand and deepen our work.  As development advocates, activists, and 
practitioners strive to create a better, more meaningful world for our society’s marginalized sectors, 
A2D Project will be there with them to take on the immense challenges that lie ahead for everyone. 

I hope you feel as encouraged as we are upon reading this overview of the past year’s 
accomplishments.  Our potential to reach greater heights with our advocacy and mission will 
eventually be realized with your continued support and contributions.  

 
Kaira Zoe K. Alburo-Cañete
Executive Director
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In the Philippines, there is often a gulf in 
development practice between university-based 
academics and development practitioners 
based in non-government organizations (NGOs).  
To bridge the university-NGO divide, a group of 
like-minded researchers in Cebu City bonded 
together in 2010 with a vision to empower 
civil society and local governments with data 
derived from research in order to inform better 
decisions and strengthen policy making. We are 
dedicated to finding innovative and evidence-
based solutions to development concerns in the 
Philippines. Our group is composed of researchers 
and development practitioners who have 
accumulated extensive experience and expertise 
in action, evaluation and policy research on a 
wide range of topics, including but not limited to 
economics, technology, energy, environment, 
health, governance, gender , and  Geographic 
Information  Systems.  In May 2010, A2D Project was 
incorporated as non-stock, non-profit research 
organization with the Philippine Securities and 
Exchange Commission.

The specific location of A2D Project in Cebu 
City makes it unique as the organization is 
strategically situated outside of the National 
Capital, thus shifting its focus on the southern 
regions of the Philippines. Its strength lies in the 
depth of understanding its members have on the 
social, economic and political issues of the region.  

Being grounded in the region has positioned us 
to address the growing demand for innovative, 
practical and creative local solutions to the 
social, political and economic challenges that 
the southern Philippines faces in the twenty-first 
century.

A2D Project’s Mission

To achieve our vision of becoming the leading 
alternative think tank in the southern Philippines, 
A2D Project works to address poverty, exclusion, 
and inequality through credible research and 
active engagement with civil society and policy 
communities.

Given the increasing challenges to Philippine 
development, especially in the southern 
regions, we conduct action research related to 
development in order to inform, influence, and 
change development discourse, policy and 
practice.

We build networks of and partnerships with 
government and non-government organizations, 
academics, policy-makers and community 
activists to create a space for the formation 
of alternative discourses to development. We 
design innovative ways of communicating 
our advocacies and research output through 
publications, trainings, and intervention programs.
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For A2D Project, the year 2012 has 
been a year filled with numerous research 
opportunities. These have enabled us to 
partner with other organizations. We have 
worked with organizations and agencies such 
as the Cebu City Government, the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 
the Philippine Partnership for the Development 
of Human Resources in Rural Areas, and 
the Coastal Conservation and Education 
Foundation, Inc. in various projects.

In its advocacy of promoting evidence-
based projects and policies, A2D Project has 
supported local government units and non-
profit organizations in their programs.

 We have conducted research work in 
various fields such as disaster risk reduction and 
management, climate change adaptation, 
gender and human rights, and solid and 
hazardous waste management.

In striving to build an institution, seek for 
alternatives and work for change, we have 
achieved significant milestones in the pursuit 
of our development initiatives. 2012 has been 
a very fruitful year for A2D Project and we will 
continue to work for change in the years to 
come.

To learn more about A2D Project, please visit 
our website at www.a2dproject.org. 

Civic-Driven Change

Civic-Driven Change is a framework which highlights the centrality of civic agency—
people’s actions that help shape society—in achieving development and social change.  
By trusting in people’s knowledge, experiences, and ability to work towards meaningful 
change, A2D Project is all about collaboration among different civic actors and bringing 
out voices that are often marginalized in mainstream development practice.  In this way, 
we contribute to the continuous expansion and collective discussions on the ways forward 
for Civic-Driven Change.
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The coastal resource and habitat mapping 
project for the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations Regional Fisheries 
Livelihoods Programme – Philippines (RFLP-PHI) 
was implemented in nine (9) municipalities and 
two (2) cities in Zamboanga del Norte.  The main 
task of the project was to generate maps for 
coastal habitats in areas covered by the RFLP-
PHI, specifically on important components of the 
coastal environment, i.e., seagrass, mangrove, 
and coral reef habitats.  In addition, the project 
has made an inventory of existing, as well as, 
proposed Marine Protected Areas (MPAs), 
dominant fisheries resources and fisheries-

related activities in the area. All of these were 
incorporated into a geographic information 
system (GIS) framework for the development 
of geospatial database and visual maps. These 
visual maps showed the pattern of spatial 
distribution of various habitats that may be used 
as basis for more rational resource management 
strategies. This information can be used to 
facilitate better decision-making and contribute 
to the formulation of more responsive policies 
for resource use.

This project was conducted and implemented 
from July 13, 2011 to January 3, 2012.

I.  Environment, Climate Change, and Disaster Risk Reduction

Coastal Resource and Habitat Mapping for Municipalities Covered by the FAO Regional 
Fisheries Livelihoods Programmes for Southeast Asia-Philippines
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Research for the Building Environment for lasting Transparency and Accountability 
on Gender and Climate Change Adaptation (BETA-GCCA) Project

Socio-Economic Baseline Study for the Danajon Bank Marine Park Project

Philippine Partnership for the Development of 
Human Resources in Rural Areas (PhilDHRRA), a 
non-stock, non-profit organization, commissioned 
A2D Project to conduct a study on the “Building 
Environment for Lasting Transparency and 
Accountability on Gender and Climate Change 
Adaptation (BETA-GCCA) project. 

Funded by Population Action International, 
the project aims to combine action research 
and advocacy towards integrating gender 
and development (GAD) and climate change 
adaptation/disaster risk reduction (CCA/DRR), 

an initiative that has been less explored in 
mainstream CCA program development and 
intervention. 

The research and analysis performed by 
A2D project will contribute to the project’s 
objectives of “strengthening transparency and 
accountability in the provision of programs and 
services” related to gender and CCA/DRR. The 
study was conducted with the participation of 
stakeholders from the Municipalities of Talibon 
and San Miguel in the Province of Bohol, which 
serves as pilot areas for the BETA-GCCA Project. 

The socio-economic baseline study was 
a major component of the Danajon Bank 
Marine Park Project funded by the USAID 
as an essential contribution for developing 
the Danajon Bank Marine Park Governance 
Framework and Marine Park Management 
Master Plan. Danajon Bank is located off 
northern Bohol and is the only double-barrier 
reef found in the Philippines. The study aimed 
to obtain demographic and socio-economic 
baseline data of coastal communities within 
the areas covered by the Danajon Bank Marine 
Park Project. It also aimed at determining 
fishing practices, fisheries production, socio-
economic and demographic profiles of the 
resource users of Danajon Bank. Lastly, it aimed 

to conduct gender analysis of issues/problems 
involving women in the fisheries sector. 

A2D Project - Research Group for Alternatives 
to Development, Inc. was contracted by Coastal 
Conservation and Education Foundation Inc. 
(CCEF), a non-government organization that 
works for the conservation and management 
of coastal and marine environments, to do the 
socio-economic component of the project.

The result of the socio-economic baseline 
data is used to inform the management of 
the Danajon Bank Marine Park Governance 
Framework and Marine Park Management 
Master Plan giving special attention to the 
environmental and gender issues involving 
women in fisheries.

Program Areas



II.  Women, Gender, and Human Rights

With the increasing frequency of natural 
and human-induced disasters occurring in the 
Philippines in recent years, Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Management (DRRM) has become a 
key theme addressed by the government 
and development practitioners. Given the 
current focus on DRRM in the country and the 
expanding discussions on the promotion of 
sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) 
as a development issue, this project aimed to 
examine how SRHR are addressed in DRRM 
initiatives in the Philippines. As a case study, 
it looked into the different disaster response 
effort carried out by both government and aid 
organizations in Cagayan de Oro and Iligan 

City in the Mindanao region.  These two areas 
were greatly affected by typhoon Sendong 
(international name Washi). 

A socio-demographic and reproductive 
health survey was conducted in evacuation 
sites and participatory workshops and body 
mapping activities among men and women 
survivors were also held.

This project was led by the A2D Project’s 
Executive Director Ms. Kaira Zoe Alburo – Canete 
through a research grant from the International 
Association for the Study of Sexuality, Culture 
and Society (IASSCS). 

After the Storm: Promoting Sexual, Reproductive Health and Rights in Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management in the Philippines

7



8

This study is an external evaluation of the 
Communities Learning to Stop Abuse and 
Nurture Social Empowerment (CLEANSE) 
Project in Cebu. CLEANSE Project was a 
two-year (2010-2012) project which aimed 
to contribute to the overall reduction of 
the incidence of violence against women 
and children in Cebu City and Cebu 
Province through citizen participation in the 
enforcement and monitoring of related local 
and national legal instruments.  It was funded 
by the European Union’s European Instrument 

for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR) 
Community Based Support Scheme (CBSS) for 
the Philippines, an initiative that aims to provide 
support for the promotion of democracy and 
human rights in non-EU countries. 

CLEANSE project was implemented by a 
consortium of non-government organizations 
in Cebu led by The Share a Child Movement 
(TSACMI), Kaabag sa Sugbo, Stop Abuse Against 
Minors (SAMA), and Coastal Conservation and 
Education Foundation Inc. (CCEF).

A rapid assessment for the project entitled, 
“Communities Helping to Improve Local 
Defenses for the Protection of Children” (CHILD 
Protect), has been commissioned by The Share 
A Child Movement, a child-focused non-
government organization based in Cebu City, 
to A2D Project-Research Group for Alternatives 
to Development, Inc. This project is funded by 
the Terre des Hommes (TDH) Netherlands.

The objective of the rapid assessment 
is to generate baseline information on the 

condition of children in the eight (8) target 
barangays situated in the cities of Cebu and 
Mandaue and the municipality of Consolacion. 
The baseline data will be used to provide 
the program planners of TSACMI with the 
information to achieve the goals, objectives 
and desired outcomes of their project. The 
results will also inform the implementation 
and monitoring of local and national legal 
instruments that protect children from all forms 
of abuse. 

End of Project Evaluation of the Communities Learning to Stop Abuse and Nurture 
Social Empowerment (CLEANSE) Project

Rapid Assessment: “Communities Helping to Improve Local Defenses for the Protection 
of Children” (CHILD Protect)

Program Areas
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III.  Improving Public Utility Services

The Visayan Electric Company (VECO), in 
pursuit of its mission to “deliver at the most 
reasonable cost, safe, quality and reliable 
electric service at the highest levels of customer 
service” commissioned A2D Project to conduct 
a performance evaluation of the services 
provided to consumers in Metro Cebu. The main 
objective of the study was to determine the 
levels of satisfaction of VECO customers with 
regard to six major service domains: bill delivery, 
payment and collection, new connections, 
customer complaints, inquiries, and emergency 
calls. The result of this survey is used to inform the 
development of strategies for more effective 
service delivery.  

The Visayan Electric Company (VECO), in its 
aim to improve the quality of its emergency call 
services, contracted A2D Project to conduct 
a study to evaluate the quality of ongoing 
emergency responses provided by its various 
contractors. This study aimed to elicit customer 
comments on the quality of emergency call 
services for all emergency service crews. It 
also aimed to measure and describe the level 
of customer satisfaction with emergency call 
services prior and after the completion of a 
training activity for emergency service crew. 
Lastly, it sought to identify potential areas for 
improvements to emergency call services. The 
result of this survey will help the management of 
VECO to formulate strategies that can significantly 
improve their emergency call services and 
increase the level of customer satisfaction.

Visayan Electric Company Customer 
Satisfaction Survey 2012 

VECO Emergency Response 
Performance Audit
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IV.   Solid Waste Management

The project was conceptualized as 
a response to the increasing problems 
associated with hazardous waste generated 
at the household level. As a baseline, this study 
aimed to generate significant information 
on household hazardous waste generation, 
awareness, storage and disposal practices in 
Cebu City. 

The result of the survey was presented to 
the Cebu City Council to help inform the 
formulation of ordinances for the proper 
management of household hazardous 
wastes. A policy brief was also created which 
highlighted the main findings of the survey. The 
findings were also presented in regional and 
national conferences hosted by Ban Toxics!, 
an independent non-profit, environmental 
organization that is devoted to preventing 
toxic trade.  

This project was funded by Ban Toxics! in 
partnership with Cebu City Government. 
Because of this success, the project was also 
replicated in Davao City and Marikina.

Household Hazardous Waste Baseline 
Study: Towards Developing Information, 
Education and Communication 
Strategies for Addressing Household 
Hazardous Wastes in Cebu City

Documentation of Best Practices and 
Innovations in Community-Based Solid 
Waste Management in Metro Cebu, 
Philippines

Solid Waste Management is considered to 
be one of the most serious environmental issues 
confronting urban areas in Metro Cebu. Rapid 
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urbanization and economic growth in the region 
have resulted in a corresponding growth of solid 
waste, which local governments find difficult to 
manage.

However, there are some successful local 
initiatives utilizing an integrated, decentralized 
and sustainable municipal waste management 
approach such as implementation of waste 
separation at source, promotion of recycling 
and composting, and building partnership 
among the community, the private sector and 
the local government. However, opportunities 
to share these good practices are hampered 
by the lack of documentation. Thus, this 
documentation project undertaken by A2D 
Project and D.G.J. Premakumara of the Institute 
for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) aims 
to share some good practices and lessons in 
community-based solid waste management 
and composting in five cities/municipalities in 
Metro Cebu: Mandaue City, Talisay City, Cebu 
City, Lapu-Lapu City and San Francisco. The 
data collected from these communities were 
used for a workshop in a regional conference 
to promote Community-based Solid Waste 
Management. 

With funding support from the Japan Fund for 
the Global Environment, this project was carried 
out in partnership with Kitakyushu International 
Techno Cooperative Association, IGES, the 
J-POWE/Jpec Group Inc. in Kitakyushu City, 
Japan and the City of Cebu and its stakeholders. 

Fate and Transport of Mercury in the 
Inayawan Landfill, Cebu City

Increasing concerns over the generation of 
hazardous wastes from households in Cebu City 
led to an inventory conducted by A2D Project in 
behalf of the Cebu City Committee on Parks and 
Playground, Wildlife, Ecology and Environmental 

Management. This is in collaboration with Dr. 
Patrick John Lim of the University of San Carlos, 
Department of Chemistry and is funded by the 
Cebu City Government.

This project investigates the fate and transport 
of heavy metals from municipal solid waste 
disposed in the Inayawan Sanitary Landfill, 
Cebu City. The project focuses on one metal 
of concern, mercury, with a complementary 
hazardous household wastes inventory of 
barangay Inayawan. Subsequent phases of 
the project, if required, will evaluate other toxic 
metals including but not limited to cadmium, 
chromium, and lead in the Inayawan landfill.

The results of this project will be used to 
develop policy recommendations to the Cebu 
City Council to address possible mercury 
contamination at the landfill. 



Trainings and Events

Orientation and Capability Building Training Seminar for Public School Teachers on 
Population and Development Education (POPDEVED) in San Francisco, Camotes, Cebu

A two-day training seminar on population 
and development education (POPDEVED) for 
public school teachers was held by A2D Project 
at Arqui’s Viewing Deck in San Francisco, 
Camotes, Cebu on August 13, 2012. Funded 
by the Philippine Center for Population and 
Development (PCPD), the training seminar 
was designed to enhance the capacity of 
public school teachers in the municipality of 
San Francisco to integrate population and 
development in various learning areas of 
education as a means of advancing the DRR 

program of the municipality. 

A total of 36 participants representing all 
elementary schools in the municipality including 
the division superintendent, attended the 
training. At the end of the training, the teacher-
participants recognized the importance of 
integrating POPDEVED in their curriculum 
and were also able to grasp the significance 
of the training to the advancement of their 
municipality’s vision and mission to build 
disaster-resilient communities.

Program Areas
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Enumerators’ Trainings

Cebu Green Economy Summit 
Communities in Convergence: Building 
Livable and Sustainable Futures in the 
Philippines

A2D Project acknowledges the need for well-
trained and capacitated interviewers for various 
studies requiring field work to ensure high quality 
and reliable data collection. In 2012, A2D project 
conducted enumerators’ trainings for the Socio-
Demographic and Reproductive Health Survey 
for Disaster Survivors of typhoon Sendong and 
the VECO Customer Satisfaction Survey. These 
trainings were specifically designed to enhance 
enumerators’ capacities to conduct interviews 
and educate them regarding their roles and 
responsibilities in the research process. Since 
A2D Project adheres to strict ethical standards 
in research, our trainings include a session 
on respecting the rights of study participants 
including informed consent and confidentiality.

Inspired by the success of the Renewable 
Energy Summit in March 2011 that launched 
the Cebu Green Economy Series, another 
summit was held in March 2012. With the theme 
“Communities in Convergence: Building Livable 
and Sustainable Futures in the Philippines”, 
the summit became an avenue for different 
stakeholders to interact, discuss and plan 
pathways towards achieving livable and 
sustainable communities. This summit was held in 
collaboration with Cebu City government, 350.
org, Philippine Earth Justice Center (PEJC) and 
Cebu Chamber of Commerce and Industry, with 
A2D Project and Cebu Uniting for Sustainable 
Water taking the lead in planning and organizing 
the summit.  



Next Initiatives: Broadening Horizons and Enriching Partnerships

With the rapid changes experienced 
by Philippine society—whether economic, 
political, or even environmental—the 
relevance of development research geared 
towards exploring practical solutions to current 
social problems cannot be downplayed.  
These changes require reflexivity and creativity 
in terms of expanding our ways of thinking, 
deepening analyses around often neglected 
development issues, and learning to work and 
collaborate with civic groups and communities 
in articulating and acting on perspectives of 
change.  This makes our work very significant 
yet at the same time more challenging.

As we pass our three-year mark, we continue 
to strengthen organizational building as well as 
embark on research projects and partnerships 
that contribute to our understanding of 
emerging trends in development practice 
such as disaster risk reduction, climate change 

adaptation, sexuality and reproductive health, 
and their intersection with human rights.  In 
recognition of the growing relevance of these 
issues to Philippine society, A2D Project has 
opened a position for Program Director for 
Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change 
Adaptation (DRR/CCA).  This initiative aims to 
bring focus to the interplay of DRR and CCA 
with various development concerns such as 
poverty and gender and to create opportunities 
for collaboration in these areas.  In addition 
to this, performance evaluations and metrics 
services provided by A2D Project are also filling 
an increasing demand from non-profits and the 
private sector.

At present, we are partnering with the 
Sexuality Research Initiative of the International 
Institute of Social Studies of the Erasmus University 
Rotterdam (SRI@ISS) in exploring the creation of 
an international research project that re-centers 
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Next Initiatives: Broadening Horizons and Enriching Partnerships

sexuality as an important development issue.  
Building on earlier joint ventures, we have also 
sustained our linkages with the Institute for Global 
Environmental Strategies (IGES) in promoting 
community resilience and sustainable cities. 
Moreover, we are engaging with other civil 
society organizations on collaborative projects 
that holistically address the complex issues that 
surround disasters and climate change.  

At the national level, we have joined an 
NGO network, Partnership of Philippine Support 
Service Agencies (PHILSSA), that expands the 
reach of our advocacy and opens further 
opportunities for joint projects with like-minded 
organizations.  In the coming years, we look 

forward to increasing the scope of our network 
especially through linking with organizations 
and other consortia in the Southern Philippines 
as well as developing linkages with researchers 
and institutions based abroad.

Along with A2D Project’s growth as an 
institution is the daunting yet exciting task of 
sustaining its gains.   Backed with a credible and 
multidisciplinary pool of specialists, A2D Project can 
face the coming years with confidence that it will 
achieve even greater things.  By broadening our 
scope and enriching our partnerships, A2D Project 
takes another step forward towards becoming 
an alternative think tank for development 
practitioners in Southern Philippines.  

Evidence-based development practice

Evidence-based policy making is defined as a process that helps planners make better-
informed decisions by putting the best available evidence at the centre of policy 
formulation.  A2D Project is committed to making research not only useful but also usable 
in both policy and development work.  By advocating for evidence-based development 
practice, A2D Project aims to improve relevance, effectiveness, and efficiency of policy 
reforms and development interventions through research that is anchored on the principles 
of human rights and social justice.     



In accordance with the Constitution and By-laws of 
A2D Project duly amended in the last General Assembly, 
the organization has seven members of the Board of 
Trustees, from which officers have been elected, with 
the Executive Director acting as Ex-Officio member.

A2D Project Office also currently has five staff 
members, including a Student Assistant, who take 
care of day-to-day administrative operations, and 
one certified public accountant who manages our 
books of accounts.

Human Resources and Governance

Aloysius Cañete is Chair and Founder 
of A2D Project. He holds a Masters 
degree in Health Social Science from 
De La Salle University under the Ford 
Foundation scholarship and BA and MA 
degrees in Anthropology at the University 
of San Carlos. 

In 2003, he received a Fulbright scholarship to pursue doctoral studies 
in Anthropology at Arizona State University in the United States. Before 
working fulltime at A2D Project in 2012, Mr. Cañete was associate professor 
of Anthropology at the University of San Carlos for more than 10 years and 
was consultant for research and knowledge management at the Eduardo 
Aboitiz Development Studies Center.

Aloysius Cañete
Chair

Rene E. Alburo is currently consultant 
of the Affiliated Renewable Energy Center 
(AREC) at the Cebu Technological University 
(CTU). Before this, he was professor in the 
Department of History at the University of 
San Carlos (USC) and held various positions 
at USC including Chair of the Department 
of History in 1997-1999, Coordinator of the 

Social Science Research Center and of the Affiliated Renewable Energy 
Center (AREC) before it transferred to CTU.

With more than 20 years of experience in research, he has led numerous 
projects funded by World Bank, Asian Development Bank (ADB), United 
States Agency for International Development (USAID), and the United 
Nations, among others.  His most recently concluded projects include an 
ADB-funded study on the relocation of communities around the Lusaran 
Dam in Cebu, and the World Bank-funded stakeholder analysis for the 
planned Cebu Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system.   He also served as project 
area coordinator for the Visayas of the USAID Energy and Clean Air Project 
(ECAP); and as project manager of the Cebu Provincial Town and City 
History Project.

Mr. Alburo is active in the fields of renewable energy, water and poll 
surveys. He has published several articles in academic journals.

Rene Alburo
Treasurer
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Maria Cecilia C. Gastardo-Conaco 
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under a Fulbright-Hayes fellowship.  A Rockefeller grant supported her 
additional training for the certificate in political psychology from the Ohio 
State University in Columbus, Ohio.  In 1991, she was awarded as one of 
the nation’s Outstanding Young Scientists by the National Academy of 
Science and Technology of the Philippines.  

Her research experience is broad and she has published on a variety of 
topics, including women’s health and sexuality, adolescent reproductive 
health, social identity and participation in social movements, cognitions 
of human rights, the psychology of poverty, cross-cultural relations, and 
indigenous psychology.  She has done consultancy work for government 
and various non-governmental organizations, doing evaluation research 
and social impact assessments.  She is also frequently invited as a resource 
person for research training workshops.  

She currently holds the University of the Philippines Centennial 
Professorial Chair in Psychology for work on social psychological concepts 
in Filipino indigenous psychology.
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with a specialization in Women, Gender and Development, minor in 
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In 2012, she received a grant from the International Association for 
the Study of Sexuality, Culture, and Society (IASSCS) for her research titled 
“After the Storm: Promoting Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights 
in Disaster Risk Reduction and Management in the Philippines” under the 
Emerging Scholars International Research Fellowship Program. Her research 
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Partner Violence in Metro Cebu, Sexuality and Reproductive Health, Conflict 
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Kaira Zoe Alburo - Cañete
Executive Director / Trustee

Dr. Ma. Cecilia Gastardo-Conaco

Member
Dr. Resil B. Mojares is Professor Emeritus 
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since its founding in 1975 until 1996, when 
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in Literature and History, Dr. Mojares 

has a bachelor’s degree in English, a master’s degree in Literature and 
postgraduate studies all at the University of San Carlos. His doctorate in 
Literature is from the University of the Philippines in Diliman. 

A noted writer, critic and cultural researcher, he has won several 
National Book Awards from the Manila Critics Circle for works in literary 
criticism, local and national history, urban and rural history, and political 
biography. Mojares has received the Free Press and Carlos Palanca prizes 
for his short stories, a fellowship from the UP Creative Writing Center, and 
teaching and research fellowships from the Ford, Toyota, and Rockefeller 
foundations, Fulbright Program, and Social Science Research Council (New 
York), and two prizes from outside the country: the  Grant Goodman Prize 
for History from the Association of Asian Studies, and the Fok Ying Tung 
Southeast Asia Prize for his contribution to the development of civilization, 
culture and science in Southeast Asian countries. He has also served as 
visiting professor or fellow at the Universities of Wisconsin, Hawaii, Michigan, 
Kyoto University, UCLA, and the National University of Singapore. 

 At present he is General Editor for the biographies of Ramon Magsaysay 
Awardees.  
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He completed his bachelor’s degree at 
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has served as Chair of the Department of Chemistry at USC from 2004 to 
2011 and as a member of the Commission on Higher Education Technical 
Committee for Chemistry from 2007 to 2009. He became involved in chemical 
safety and security through collaborations with experts from Sandia National 
Laboratories in New Mexico, culminating with his appointment to a U.S. 
National Academies Committee on Promoting Safe and Secure Chemical 
Management in Developing Countries from 2009 to 2010. His engagement in 
chemical safety and security included travels to Pakistan, Yemen, Thailand, 
and Switzerland, the last one for the IUPAC Workshop 2012 on Impacts of 
Scientific Development on the Chemical Weapons Convention. Currently, 
he serves as Editor of The Philippine Scientist, a journal published by USC Press 
and listed in the Zoological Record and BIOSIS Previews.
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engaged with various non-government 

organizations that worked on the development issues such as human 
rights, environment, gender and development, reproductive health and 
sexual rights.  Such involvement has exposed him to the intricate works of 
advocacy, networking and research.  Aside from earning his degrees of 
Bachelor of Arts Major in Anthropology from the University of San Carlos 
and Bachelor of Laws from the University of San Jose Recoletos, Cebu 
City, he had been a recipient also of a Ford Foundation scholarship on the 
Program for Development Managers at the Asian Institute of Management, 
Makati City, Philippines, and Hewlett Packard Foundation scholarship on 
the fellowship course on International Family Planning Leadership Program 
at the Public Health Institute  through the International Health Program, 
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California and Center for Reproductive Health Research and Policy, 
University of California, San Francisco, California, USA.
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